




Chris Griffin (DVM ’95) was recently elected president 
of the Association of Exotic Mammal Veterinarians 
(AEMV). He served as president of the Association of 
Reptilian and Amphibian Veterinarians (ARAV) from 
2009-2010. Dr. Griffin is the owner of and medical 
director for Griffin Avian and Exotic Veterinary Hospital 
in Kannapolis, N.C.

Adam Eichelberger (DVM ’03) has been named the 
interim director of Animal Health Programs as part 
of a newly-announced leadership team for Clemson 
University Livestock-Poultry Health, which oversees 
animal health and the quality of meat and poultry 
products produced in South Carolina.

Karen Bradley (DVM ’96) is the current delegate from 
Vermont for the AVMA’s House of Delegates (HOD), and 
serves as chair of the House Advisory Committee.  Read 
a shout-out to Bradley on the blog Veterinary Legacy, 
by Dr. Donald F. Smith, professor of surgery and dean 
emeritus at Cornell University College of Veterinary 
Medicine. View the post at:  http://tinyurl.com/bxucxux

Michele Pfannenstiel (DVM ’06) has joined MaineStock 
as a managing partner to oversee food safety and product 
development. As part of her new duties, Pfannenstiel 
is establishing a quality-assurance program that will 
extend from farmers to distributors. MaineStock works 
with farmers to raise livestock, and create safe meat that 
can be sold at an affordable price, while maintaining the 
high standards required for certification by U.S.D.A. 
Organic and the Maine Organic Farmers and Gardeners 

Association.
Obituaries
James R. Hundley (DVM ’56) Heathsville, Va., 
May 18, 2012..V.C. Lovell (DVM ’61) Gainesville, 
Ga., March 22, 2012..Harry W. Taylor (DVM 
’66) Tallahassee, Fla., Nov. 9, 2012..Roderick C. 
Jordan (DVM ’68) Harkers Island, N.C., Oct. 20, 
2012..Charles Hodges “Chuck” Manning (DVM 
’73) Washington, N.C., Sept. 22, 2012..Keith W. 
Chapin (DVM ’74) West Palm Beach, Fla., March 2, 
2012..Walter Glynn Griffin (DVM ’78) Waycross, 
Ga., June 12, 2012..Michael M. Veitch (DVM ’78) 
Lexington Park, Md., Sept. 18, 2012..Newton P. 
Eunice (DVM ’80) Pelham, Ga., April 13, 2012..
Jim Stortz (DVM ’05) Avon, Colo., June 26, 2012.

Your classmates want to know what’s happening in 
your life. Drop us a line. And please include your 
current contact information, including your phone 
number and email, to help us keep our alumni 
database up to date.

OR

W e  w a n t  t o  k n o w  w h a t  y o u ’ r e  u p  t o !

Email Marti Brick:

vetalums@uga.edu or 
brickm@uga.edu

Fax:

706.583.0242

Frederick N. Thompson 
(DVM ’65), retired CVM 
faculty, died in Athens, 
Ga., on Dec. 16, 2012.  
After receiving his DVM, 
Thompson served in the 
U.S. Army for two years 
at Fort Meade, Md., rising 
to the rank of Captain. He 
also practiced veterinary 
medicine briefly before 
pursuing doctoral studies 

at Iowa State University.  After receiving his PhD 
in veterinary medicine from Iowa State in 1973, 
Thompson returned to the University of Georgia 
where he taught and conducted research in the UGA 
College of Veterinary Medicine until his retirement 
in 2000. 

Thompson



Continuing Education Courses:
Below are our scheduled Continued Education Courses.  CE dates and topics are 
subject to change. 

Questions about CE? Contact Melissa Kilpatrick at vetmedce@uga.edu or 
706.542.1451, or online at www.vet.uga.edu/ce

March 22-23  The 50th Annual Veterinary Conference & Alumni Weekend
May 5   Practical Dentistry: Periodontal Therapy/Surgical Extractions
June 27-28  Arthroscopy
June 29-30  Advanced Laparoscopy
July 26-27  Flexible GI Endoscopy
July 28-29  Basic Rigid Endoscopy
October 3-4  Equine Encore
October 5-6  Small Animal Surgery
October 19-20  Internal Medicine
December 7-8  Exotic Endoscopy
   Outpatient Medicine
December 14-15 Advanced Laparoscopy

Pet Memorials
Meaningful	  to	  clients,	  veterinarians	  and	  
the	  College

“Pet	  memorials	  have	  been	  great	  for	  our	  business.	  

They	  help	  us	  remember	  clients	  and	  their	  pets,	  

as	  well	  as	  support	  the	  UGA	  College	  of	  Veterinary	  

Medicine’s	  goal	  to	  build	  a	  new	  teaching	  hospital.	  

The	  feedback	  we	  get	  is	  priceless.”

	   —	  Dr.	  Roy	  Brogdon,	  DVM	  ’73

	   	   Cleveland	  Veterinary	  Hospital	  

	   	   Cleveland,	  Georgia

For more information, please contact us: 

Phone: 706.542.1807 

E-mail: give2vet@uga.edu

Web: www.vet.uga.edu/GO/memorial

Dr.	  Roy	  Brogdon,	  co-‐owner	  of	  Cleveland	  Veterinary	  Hospital,	  

donates	  regularly	  through	  our	  pet	  memorial	  program.
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March 22-23, 2013
The Classic Center • Athens, Georgia

For more information, visit the website: www.vet.uga.edu/reunion.php 
or contact Melissa Kilpatrick: 706.542.1451 or melissak@uga.edu

For class campaign giving, contact Marti Brick: 706.542.7049 or brickm@uga.edu
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An estimated 600 people turned out to help celebrate the ceremonial groundbreaking of the 
Veterinary Medical Learning Center, held Nov. 9 in Athens.

Work on the site where the CVM’s new teaching hospital and classroom facility will be 
constructed began in October, with the dismantling of the fencing and building used as the former 
Snyder Barn. The fencing and barn materials will be re-purposed, as part of the UGA Material Reuse 
Program. Much of the re-purposed materials are already in use at the CVM farm in Oconee County.  
Construction work on the site is expected to begin in February 2013.

The $98 million facility will be paid for by $65 million in state funding, with the balance coming 
from private donations.  As of Dec. 31, 2012, $24.5 million had been raised in private donations, said 
Kathy Bangle, director of veterinary external affairs for the CVM.  The external affairs staff is working 
hard to raise the additional $8.5 million that is needed for equipment and furnishings.

2013 is groundbreaking year for VMLC

Caption for above photo, from left: Denise Funk (DVM ’92), president of the 
Georgia Veterinary Medical Association (GVMA); G. Scott Bryant (DVM ’94), 
president of the South Carolina Association of Veterinarians; Ann Rychlicki 
(DVM ’14), immediate past president of the student chapter of the American 
Veterinary Medical Association; C. Gary Bullard (DVM ’69), a past president 
of the UGA Veterinary Alumni Association, and GVMA, and member of the 
CVM Campaign Steering Committee; Larry R. Corry (DVM ’66), past president 
of the American Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA), and member of 
the CVM Campaign Steering Committee; Dean Sheila W. Allen; Douglas Allen 
Jr., former hospital director for the UGA Veterinary Teaching Hospital, and 
among the first to highlight UGA’s need for a new teaching hospital; Dave 
Selleck (DVM ’78), chair of the CVM Campaign Steering Committee; Jack 
Sexton (DVM ’78), member of the CVM Campaign Steering Committee; Flynn 
Nance (DVM ’83), current president of the UGA Veterinary Alumni Associa-
tion; Tim Montgomery (DVM ’83), a past-president of the UGA Veterinary 
Alumni Association and current GVMA delegate for the AVMA.

Photo by Sue Myers Smith

For More InForMatIon

If you would like to donate toward the 
project, contact our Office of Veterinary 
External Affairs at 706.542.1807 or 
give2vet@uga.edu. For more information 
about the VMLC, or to donate online, visit 
vet.uga.edu/vmlc

$26M

$19.5M

$6.5M

$13M

Our Goal:
$32.7 Million



In 2010, Atlanta resident Katie Beacham and her yellow 
lab mix Asa were referred by her veterinarian to the 

UGA Veterinary Teaching Hospital for emergency surgery 
to remove Asa’s ruptured spleen.  

Surgical resident Kevin Coleman, DVM, performed the 
surgery on Asa, who was subsequently diagnosed with 
hemangiosarcoma, an especially aggressive cancer.  Asa 
was given only a few months to live.

With Coleman’s encouragement, Beacham met with 
oncology resident Rebecca Regan, DVM, to understand 
Asa’s quality-of-life options.  Beacham chose to pursue 
chemotherapy for Asa, and he lived a full additional two 
years before his cancer returned.  

He passed away in August of 2012 at the age of 14.
Donating to the UGA CVM, she said, is just one way 

she can repay the CVM for the quality services and 
compassionate care her pet received.

“The UGA College of Veterinary Medicine gave me 
a precious gift when they saved my dog, and helped us 
have two more quality years together,” she said. “Donating 
is a small way that I can pay it forward in expectation 
that the school will also give high-quality, life-saving, 
compassionate care to other families as it fulfills its mission 
of training future veterinarians and researching cures for 
animal illnesses and conditions.”

Beacham has donated to the Veterinary Medicine 
Hospital Building Fund, which is being used toward 
building the new Veterinary Medical Learning Center, 
as she personally understands the blessing of having a 
renowned veterinary institution in the state.

Additionally, she has donated to the Sundown Surgery 
Fund, which assists families with the cost of an unexpected 
major pet emergency.

“I was blessed to have some ‘rainy day’ savings to 
cover Asa’s emergency and ongoing care,” she said, “and I 
would hate for money to have been the deciding factor in 
whether to save his life.”

Beacham, who manages corporate philanthropy and 
community involvement for a large global company, likens 
her reasoning to give to the CVM in her personal life to 
the same basis of reasoning she uses to make decisions at 
work.

“A big part of my job is to make strategic philanthropic 
decisions for my company, based on both social 
impact and business value,” she said.  “I apply the same 
perspective to my own giving:  what causes matter to me; 
where can my giving make an impact on those causes; and, 

who will make the best use of my donation.  I also want to 
see results and know the organization is a good steward. 
The College of Veterinary Medicine is a slam dunk–I’ve 
seen it in action and personally benefited.”

Donating to the CVM was an easy way to honor and 
directly support the veterinary residents and students who 
took such great care of Asa, and served as trusted advisors 
in a particularly difficult time, she said. 

“Their care was cutting edge; their bedside manner and 
patience with me, and my endless questions, qualified 
them as saints. And, they were honest, respectful and 
compassionate when it came time to make hard decisions,” 
she said.  “Now, donating to the CVM is a habit, and I will 
continue to give each year in thanks and good memories.” 
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Why I give: Katie Beacham

Aesculapian    Fall 2012/Winter 2013 46

Beacham and Asa. Photo courtesy of Alecia Lauren Photography.

For More InForMatIon
If you would like to make a gift to the UGA College of 
Veterinary Medicine, contact our Office of Veterinary 
External Affairs at 706.542.1807 or give2vet@uga.edu. 

Check out Asa in our Picture Your Pet winners slideshow 
online at www.vet.uga.edu/GO/photo-contest.php
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Dates to remember:

March 22-23  The 50th Annual Veterinary Conference & Alumni Weekend
April 5   Annual Open House
April 11   Phi Zeta Ceremony
April 19   Honors and Awards Banquet
May 4   CVM Graduation (ticket required)
June 26-30  Emerald Coast Veterinary Conference (GVMA annual meeting)
June 28   UGA Alumni Reception (GVMA annual meeting: Sandestin, Fla.)
July 7-13   VetCAMP
July 19-23  AVMA Annual Convention (Chicago)
August 11  White Coat Ceremony
September 25  Vet School for a Day

Continuing Education Courses:

CE dates and topics are subject to change. 
Questions about CE? Contact Melissa Kilpatrick at vetmedce@uga.edu or 706.542.1451, or online at www.vet.uga.edu/ce

March 22-23  The 50th Annual Veterinary Conference & Alumni Weekend
May 5   Practical Dentistry: Periodontal Therapy/Surgical Extractions
June 27-28  Arthroscopy
June 29-30  Advanced Laparoscopy
July 26-27  Flexible GI Endoscopy
July 28-29  Basic Rigid Endoscopy
October 3-4  Equine Encore
October 5-6  Small Animal Surgery
October 19-20  Internal Medicine
December 7-8  Exotic Endoscopy
   Outpatient Medicine
December 14-15  Advanced Laparoscopy

This publication is paid for by private donations, and is available online at www.vet.uga.edu. For future mailings, if you would prefer to re-
ceive our Aesculapian or Annual Report electronically, please email us at vetnews@uga.edu and tell us what email address you would like us 
to notify when the publication goes online. Thank you for your support of the UGA College of Veterinary Medicine!
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