DI AMOND J U B I LEI
of the

ELBERTA PEACH
By H. P. STUCKEY
Georgia Experiment Station

T h AT Chinese Cling peach seed
planted by Samuel H. Rumph at
Marshallville, Georgia, in 1870 which
produced the Elberta variety was the
real starting point of a great com
mercial peach industry in Georgia.
The growing of the Elberta has
since spread to many other points
of the world where peaches are
grown. The Elberta remains a lead
ing variety in Georgia, and in prac
tically all parts of this country, in the
far northwestern states of Oregon and
Washington, on the shores of Lake
Michigan, as well as in the green
houses of Amsterdam, Holland.
The following brief quotations will
indicate the way in which the El
berta rates as a peach variety in sev
eral different sections of this coun
try:
Arkansas Experiment Station Bul
letin 414, “Approximately ninety
percent of the commercial acreage
has been devoted to the Elberta va
riety. It has also been the leading
variety in home orchards.”—1941.
Massachusetts Experiment Station
Bulletin 399, “Elberta is the most
widely grown and best known peach
east of the Rocky Mountains.”—1943.
Ohio Agricultural Extension Bul
letin 252, “Elberta—this is the lead
ing commercial variety for Ohio.”
—1944.
United States Department of Ag
riculture Year Book, “Elberta—this
is the leading commercial peach inthe United States today. It was
originated in Marshallville in 1870
and in the 67 years since that time
no better peach has been found,
when all characteristics are consid
ered.”—1937.

Washington Experiment Station
Bulletin 359, “Elberta peach trees
constitute 55.8 percent of all trees in
Yakima County. It was the most im
portant variety in 1936.”—1938.
Results of work with Elberta
chance seedlings and crosses indi
cate that the Elberta carries both
white and yellow flesh characters in
its makeup. There was no doubt a
very unusual linkage of chromozones
in the creation of this outstanding
and long-lived variety which has
held its lead over all other varieties
for seventy-five years. It is frequent-,
ly found, in both plant and animal
breeding, that superior individuals
resulting from crosses are them
selves very poor breeders. It is no
surprise, therefore, that a very large
majority of Elberta seedlings pro
duce fruit inferior to the parent tree.
Elberta seeds from some isolated
open pollinated trees at the Georgia
Experiment Station produced trees
of which the majority bore yellowfleshed fruit. In the collection, how
ever, of more than five hundred
trees, some bore white-fleshed free
stone, some white-fleshed clingstone,
some yellow-fleshed freestone, and
some yellow-fleshed clingstone. It
was interesting to note that less than
five percent of the trees produced
fruit equal or superior to the Elberta.
M. A. Blake at the New Jersey
Experiment Station has had a long
and fruitful experience in peach
breeding. He reports that one ob
jection to the Elberta peach as a
parent is that it transmits lack of
hardiness. Yet, by crossing the El
berta with more hardy varieties he
has produced some with considerable

cold resistance. The Golden Jubilee,
he says, is a second generation seed
ling of the Elberta. His Goldeneast
variety, which is still popular in
southern New Jersey, had the El
berta as one parent, and a cross be
tween the Elberta and Greensboro as
the other parent. The Primrose, an
other New Jersey variety, was de
veloped from a cross between El
berta and Belle.
Stanley Johnston, a most success
ful peach breeder at the South Ha
ven, Michigan, Experiment Station,
states that the J. H. Hale has been
a better parent than the Elberta in
his peach breeding work, even
though it is thought by some that
the Elberta is one of the parents of
the J. H. Hale. We lack complete
facts on this point.
J. H. Weinberger, of the United
States Bureau of Plant Industry, and
located at Fort Valley, Georgia, has
accepted the results of other peach
breeders in their finding that the El
berta is not an exceptionally good
parent in the creation of better va
rieties. He has, however, used sev
eral descendants of the Elberta with
varying results. Some of these are
such varieties as Valient, Vedette,
Halberta, Redelberta, Goldeneast,
and Golden Jubilee.
The Early Elberta, a bud sport
discovered by P. M. Sullivan of Con
cord, Georgia, is almost identical
with the Elberta except that it ripens
a week earlier. It is gaining favor in
Georgia as a commercial variety.
Records show that in the year
1857 a very progressive banker by
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Acme News pheto shows
a convoy o f GM C trucks
carrying cargoes that cartried the fight to H itler

^

mmmm

When a high-ranking Army Officer recently referred to the GMC
2>£-ton “ six-by-six” military truck as the “ Workhorse of the
War,” no name was ever more appropriately applied.
It works for the Artillery pulling guns and carrying ammunition.
It helps the Engineers repair roads, bridges and damaged defenses.
It works for the Signal Corps carrying poles and wire apd radio
equipment. It helps Ordnance repair tanks and trucks and arms
of all types. It works for the Transportation and Quartermaster
Corps transporting everything it takes to keep an Army on the
offensive. It performs equally essential service for the Navy,
the Marines, the Air Forces and the Coast Guard.
Is .it any wonder, then, that our fighting forces have already re
quested and received more than 450,000 GMC military vehicles
. . . that thousands more are going into Service each month!
In addition to being one of the largest producers
of m ilitary vehicles, G M C is also building many
com mercial trucks for essential users. If you are
eligible for a new truck, your G M C dealer w ill
gladly help you fill out an application. Rem em ber,
too, that G M C is headquarters for the original,
truck-saving Preventive M aintenance Service.

INVEST IN VICTORY
BUY MORE WAR BONDS

GMC TRUCK COACH DIVISIO N
GENERAL M OTORS

the name of L. C. Plant lived and did
business in Macon, Georgia. He
was interested in fruit growing as
well as in banking. Mr. Plant was
a good friend of the Rumph family,
living three miles east of Marshallville, a small town only about thirtyfive miles southwest of Macon. At
that time most people in Georgia
produced their peach trees by plant
ing peach pits (seeds) although
nurseries were offering budded trees
for sale. A representative of a Dela
ware nursery dropped in to see Mr.
Plant at his. bank at Macon and got
him interested in trying some budded
peach trees. Mr. Plant placed his
order for a few trees of the Chinese
Cling, Early Crawford, Late Craw
ford, Mixon Free, Stump the World,
and Tellitson. This was only seven
years after the introduction of the
Chinese Cling to America in 1850
by Charles Downing.
Mr. Plant sent these trees to be
planted by his good friend Colonel
Lewis Rumph of Marshallville,
Georgia. Mr. Rumph grew the trees
in his family orchard and considered
the fruit of the Chinese Cling es
pecially choice. The blossoms of
the Chinese Cling trees, being in a
family orchard, were subject to nat
ural pollination by the other varie
ties of peaches growing there. Mrs.
Rumph, wife of Col. Rumph, saved
seeds from a Chinese Cling tree and
gave them to her grandson, Samuel
H. Rumph, who planted the seeds
on the Rumph farm in 1870. Of the
several seedling trees he brought in
to fruitage from this planting, one
produced excellent fruit which was
later named Elberta.
Samuel FI. Rumph, who planted
the Chinese Cling peach seed and
grew the original Elberta tree, mar
ried Miss Elberta Moore, a very
charming young woman, who as
Mrs. Rumph entertained many
friends. It so happened that she
had a group of friends to spend the
day just at a time when the fruit of
this seedling peach tree was at its
best. Samuel H. Rumph, Elberta’s
husband, brought some of the choice
seedling peaches along with several
other sorts into the house to be ad
mired by his wife’s friends. Mr.
Rumph handed out the fruit from
several different trees, and when he
came to the most luscious of them
all, he announced that it had no
name, and suggested that Mrs. L. E.

(Continued on page 44)

HOME OF COMMERCIAL GMC TRUCKS AND GM COACHES
VOLUME PRODUCER OF GMC ARMY TRUCKS AND AMPHIBIAN "DUCKS"
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OPPORTUNITY ADS
Only 15c a Word— C A S H W ITH ORDER. Count each initial and whole number as one word.
ADDRESS: A M E R IC A N FRUIT G RO W ER, 1370 Ontario Street, Cleveiand 13, Ohio

PHOTO FINISHING

BABY CHICKS
m

67 JURE VARIETIES BABY CHICKS. EGGS. BREEDing Stock. Ducks, Geese. Turkeys. Guineas. Chickens,
Bantams. Free handsome catalogue, colored pictures,
shoving Lakenvelders; Polish; Hamburgs, Andalusians;
Sussex, Giants; Cornish; Houdans, Minorcas; eleven
beautiful varieties Wyandottes and Bocks; Australorps;
Spanish; Buttercups; Langshans; Anemias; Orpingtons;
Rhode Islands; New Hampshires; Brahmas; Yokohamas;
Turkens; Vikings, 10 varieties Hybrids. MURRAY McMPRBAY HATCHERY, Box. B24, Webster City, Iowa.
*50-350 PEDIGREED SIRED BIG FLOPPY COMB
type eggbred "AAA" English White Leghorn Pullets
$16.00. Unsexed $8.75. Cockerels $2.00. Four Weeks old
"AAA" Pullets $26.00. 95% sex guaranteed. Catalog.
MARTI LEGHORN FARM, Box A. Windsor, Missouri.
SCHLICHTMAN’S U. S. APPROVED, PULLORUM
Tested Chicks. Per 100 prepaid. Leghorns, Rocks, Reds,
Orpington. Wyandottes, Minorcas, $9.40. Leftovers $7.45.
Pedigree sired and sexed chicks. Free catalog explain
ing 2-week replacement guarantee.
SCHLICHTMAN
HATCHERY. Appleton City, Missouri.______

ROLLS DEVELOPED—TWO BEAUTIFUL DOUBLE
Weight Professional Enlargements, 8 Never Fade Deckle
Edge Prints. 25c. CENTURY PHOTO SERVICE. La
crosse, Wisconsin.

PLANTS FOR SALE
HYBRID WATERMELON SEED. MODERN MELON
miracle. Sand unnecessary. Seed from 50 to 100 pound
watermelons. Two luscious cantaloupes. Free booklet
or $1.00 for 700 seeds. AIRLINE FARMS, Clay Center,
Kansas.
FREE—1945 GARDEN CATALOG. ILLUSTRATED IN
colors, of hardy field-grown vegetable plants that produce
crops three weeks earlier than home grown plants. Tells
how to spray, plant and cultivate cabbage, onion, lettuce,
beet, broccoli, tomato, potato, eggplant and pepper plants.
Get your Catalog now before the supply is exhausted.
P. D. FULWOOD COMPANY, TOton, Georgia._________

POULTRY MAGAZINES

BEES

YOUR GREATEST POULTRY PROBLEM WILL LOOK
simple when you read American Poultry Journal regu
larly. 500,000 poultryraen do. why not you? Only 25c year,
5 years $1.00. AMERICAN POULTRY JOURNAL, 591
So. Clark, Chicago, Illinois.__________________________
POULTRY RAISERS—INCREASE POULTRY PROFITS
with Experimental Farm advice. Latest tested helps. Sub
scribe now! Two years 50c: Five years $1.00. POULTRY
TRIBUNE. Dept. 24, Mount Morris. Illinois.__________

CHOICE ITALIAN PACKAGE BEES, FOB POLLINAtion. 2 lb. and Queen. $4.00, 3 lb. and Queen. $5.00.
F.O.B. Shipping Point. RAPIDES APIARIES. Winnfield.
Louisiana.

QUILTING? SILK. COTTONS, VELVETS. WOOLENS.
Samples free. RAINBOW. Decherd, Tennessee.________

BEE MAGAZINE
BEES—GOOD SIDE LINE. PLEASURE. PROFIT.
Send $1.00 for book "First Lessons in Beekeeping" (new
edition), and one year's subscription. Free literature.
AMERICAN BEE JOURNAL. Box G. Hamilton. Illinois.

QUILT PIECES

BOOKS

RABBITS

BOOK SALE. NEW AND USED. BARGAINS. 35c UP.
New free catalog. 6,000 titles. Novels, westerns, mys
teries, non-fiction. AMERICAN LENDING LIBRARY,
Dept, AFG, College Point, New’ York.

RAISE C H IN -C H IN S, THE BIG MONEY-MAKING
Rabbit. Big Demand. Small Investment. Ideal Business
for Anybody, Anywhere. WILLOW FARM, R. 32, Sellersville, Penna.________________________________ ______

SONGWRITERS

FOR SALE
FOR SALE: OLETRAC CRAWLER TRACTOR, MODEL
25, complete with electric starter. In excellent condition.
BYLAND GARRETSON, Bendersville, Adams County. Pa.
SOLDIERS ATTENTION. 50 HOME INDUSTRIES AND
Independence. Send 25c (cash) for list. H. E. PHELPS,
Chittenango, New York.______________________ '_________
FOR SALE: ELECTRO MAGNETIC APPLE AND FRUIT
Sizer, new. Rebuilt Cider Presses of all sizes. Cider
equipment and supplies. W. G. RUNKLES MACHINERY
COMPANY, 185 Oakland St.. Trenton. New Jersey.

SONG POEMS—WANTED TO BE SET TO MUSIC.
Send poem for immediate consideration. FIVE STAR
MUSIC MASTERS. 716 Beacon Building, Boston 8, Mass.

TREE BANDS
SUREKILL TREATED TREE BANDS AVAILABLE
for 1945. Orders being booked now. Write for prices.
M. A. KOELLER, Barry, Illinois.____________________
EARLY BIRD TREE BANDS CHEMICALLY TREATED.
Kills the Codling Moth. Send orders early. EDWIN H.
HOUSE. Sangatuck, Michigan.

HORSE TRAINING

USED AUTO PARTS

"HOW TO BREAK AND TRAIN HORSES"—A BOOK
every farmer and horseman should have. It is free;
no obligation. Simply address BEERY SCHOOL OF
HORSEMANSHIP, Dept, 1381. Pleasant H ill. Ohio.

HAVING CAR TROUBLE? USED, GUARANTEED
auto, truck parts save money. Transmission specialists.
Describe needs; immediate reply. VICTORY, 2439 AZ
Gunnison, Chicago 25. Illinois. _____
____

WANTED, SPRAYER

NURSERY STOCK
MAKE MONEY GROWING FRUIT QUICKLY. QUICK
crops, big profits from small space. Strawberries, Rasp
berries, Blackberries, asparagus, rhubarb, grapes, fruit
trees, roses, shrubs, flowers. NEW Washington Red Rasp
berry, thornless Boysen berries. Blueberries. Seedless
pear. Early order discounts. 56th year. Catalog FREE—
Write today! O. A. D. BALDWIN NURSERY. Box 150,
Bridgman, Michigan.
DEPENDABLE FRUIT AND NUT TREES, 8MAT.T.
fruits. Ornaments, and General Nursery Stock. Combined
catalogue and Planting Guide free. CUMBERLAND
VALLEY NURSERIES. INC., McMinnville, Tennessee.
TWO GOOD STRAWBERRIES. CRESCO, HYBRID
dunlap type, bright, waxy red without green tips, very
productive and hardy, $2.00 per 100. $5.00 per 250 pre
paid. Gemzata, a wayzata and gem cross, heavy crops of
large and sweet beautiful fruit. $2.25 per 50. $4.50 per
100 prepaid. W. A. BENTS NURSERIES, Fruit and
Evergreen Specialists, Cresco. Iowa.____________________
CRATH ENGLISH WALNUT TREES. LARGE. 4-6 FT..
$4.00. Best, $5.00. Few smaller, $3.00 each. Spring delivery, Carpathian Nursery. Dallas City, Illinois._______
LEADING CANADIAN INTRODUCTIONS IN SMALL
fruit plants and vegetable seed. LOWDEN'S PLANTS &
SEEDS. HAMILTON, ONTARIO.
_________
GRAPES. NEW GOLDEN MUSCAT.
30 OTHER
varieties. Berries, fruit, nut trees. Miller’s Grape Book
Free, MILLER NURSERIES. Box F, Naples. New York.
REGISTERED RASPBERRY PLANTS—FOR BETTER
yields of quality berries. Sensational new Morrison black
raspberry. Boysenberries, large cultivated blueberries, new
Red Lake currants, Poorman gooseberries, dwarf fruits
and hardy nut trees. True fall bearing cherries. Our
ornamental fruits are dual-purpose plants for utility and
landscape planting. Complete list of fruit trees and berry
plants for home and commercial planting. Catalog and
cultural guide free. W. N. SCARFF*S Sons, Box. 31,
New Carlisle, Ohio.__________________________________ __
PEACH AND APPLE TREES 9c AND UP. PEARS,
plums, cherries, nuts, berries, grapevines 7c. Evergreens,
shrubs, shade trees, low as 20c. Free catalog. TEN
NESSEE NURSERY CO., Box 202. Cleveland, Tennessee.

ORCHARD FOR SALE
144 ACRES CLAY SOIL—75 acres in leading varieties
of apples and peaches. Apples 8-14-24 years. Peaches 3-5
years. Average yield past five years 12,000 bushels. Sta
tionary spray system and fully equipped. Modem resi
dence 9 rooms and bath. Hot air furnace with stoker.
Electricity, 2 tenant houses. Located in Knox county,
Indiana on through highway 50—5 miles east of Vincennes.
If interested, come and see it. Bare land worth $200 per
acre. Price $40,000. KNOX NURSERY & ORCHARD
COMPANY, Route 1, Vincennes, Indiana.

PATENTS
NATIONAL TRADE MARK
Building, Washington, D. C.

COMPANY.

MUNSEY

WANTED: LARGE OB SMALL ORCHARD SPRAYER
with motor or power take-off. GOLDEN TREE A LANDSCAPE SERVICE, Broadlands, Illinois._______________
WANTED—POWER SPRAYER, FRIEND N X MODEL
or Iron Age 10 Gal. minute size. FRANK SKRELUNAS,
Route 4, Williamson Road, Saginaw, Michigan._________

WANTED
WANTED TO HEAR FROM OWNER OF FARM FOR
sale for spring delivery. WM. HAWLEY, Baldwin, W is
consin.

1,000 EGGS
IN EVERY HEN
IF You Keep Chickens
CUT THIS OUT
“T h e g re a t trouble w ith th e poultry b usiness
h as a lw a y s been th a t the la y in g lif e o f th e hen
w as too sh o r t,” sa y s H enry Trafford. n ation ally
fam ous Pou ltry E xpert, for nearly eighteen y ears
E ditor of “ P ou ltry S u ccess.”
The average p ullet may la y 1 5 0 eggs or more—
in second year m ay la y 100. T hen she goes to
m arket. Y et i t has been definitely esta b lish ed th at
every p u llet hatched h as from 1 ,0 0 0 to 3 ,0 0 0 or
more m inute egg germ s in her system — and may,
in m any in stan ces, be made to la y on a highly
profitable b a sis for a s long a s five years— i f given
proper care.
H ow to work to g e t up tow ards 1 ,0 0 0 eg g s from
hens in stead o f discard in g th em a fter one year o f
la y in g ; how to keep up production from few er
birds, save on upkeep, co st o f breeding, rearing
and feed ing expense, and so g e t m ore n et profit
from every dozen eg g s. T h ese ami m any other
m oney-m aking poultry secrets are contained in Mr.
Trafford’s 1,000 EGG H E N PL A N o f poultry ra is
ing, one copy o f w hich wHl be sen t free to any
reader o f th is paper who keeps S IX hens or more.
E ggs, th is year, w ill be in great demand— a t good
prices— to take th e place o f rationed m eat. M eans
real profit to th e sm art poultry keeper w ho can
make birds produce. Mr. Trafford te lls how . If
you keep ch ickens and w ant them to pay w ith
E X T R A EG G S, cu t ou t th is n otice and m ail w ith
name and ad dress to PE N N POULTRY SERV ICE,
S u ite 403, 333 North 15th S t.. P hiladelphia (2 )
P a ., and free copy o f th e 1 ,0 0 0 EGG PL A N w ill
be sen t by return m ail.

( Continued from page 30)
Veal, one of the visitors, might name
it. Mrs. Veal, it is said, promptly
replied, “Let’s name it for your wife,
Elberta. She is perfect and so is the
peach.”
It may be of interest to note that
Mr. Lewis A. Rumph, son of Col.
Lewis Rumph, planted some seeds
from the same Chinese Cling peach
tree, from which the Elberta came,
and produced the Georgia Belle, at
one time a very widely planted
white-fleshed freestone variety. The
site of the original Elberta and
Georgia Belle trees on the Rumph
farm is marked that future genera
tions may not forget the birthplace
of these two well known commercial
varieties.
Samuel H. Rumph had faith in the
possibilities of a commercial peach
industry in Georgia and in the new
variety, Elberta, he had originated.
He made many experimental ship
ments of peaches to distant markets,
and helped design containers in
which to ship peaches. He operated
a nursery and supplied his fellow
peach growers with good nursery
trees. He aligned himself with every
forward looking movement for the
advancement of the peach industry,
including improvements in the ship
ment of fruit under refrigeration, and
he lived to see many of his ideas and
personal efforts bear fruit in a big
way. Mr. Rumph died on December
22, 1922, at the age of seventy-one.

Citrus C om m ittee M eeting
a recent meeting in Washing
ton, D.C., of the Fresh and Processed
Citrus Fruit Industry Advisory Com
mittee, called by the War Food Ad
ministration, it was decided that an
increase in Texas-grower prices for
grapefruit for canning be withheld.
WFA officials said that such an
increase would not be justified in
view of the present indication of
present available supplies of citrus
fruits and the prospective movement
of citrus fruits in fresh form.
The Bureau of Agricultural Eco
nomics, U.S.D.A., estimated the
prospective Texas grapefruit pro
duction, as of December 1, 1944, at
20,150,000 boxes compared with a
production of only slightly more
than 17,500,000 boxes in the 194243 and 1943-44 seasons.
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