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SUGGESTICNS F{OR CCM'ERCIAL ONION FPRCDUCTION

l. Vorietics: Yellow Bermuda is best adapted for commereial production
in South Gzorgiz. OCrystel Wex is elso used £s an esrly meturing veriety but hrs
been less rroductive in Experiment Stetion tricls,

2. Soils: Well drained, highly productive, sondy loem soils are prefler-
able. Lcguminous cover crons preceding onions cre excellent both for enriching ~nd
conditioning the soil.

3. Preperation of L=nd: The lznd should be thoroughly broken nnd should
be herrowed 2s mony times ss is nscesssry to prepsre £ well pulverized seed bed.

4, Fertilizztion: Twelve hundr:d to fiftcen hundred pounds of & fertili-
zor conteining 4% nitrogen, 8% phosphoric zeid rsnd 8% potash should giva a good re-
sults. JAbout hslf of the fertiliz r should be cprlied ten dsyes or two wezks pre-
vious to plsnting =nd the remcining emount during the first heslf of Februery. To
avod injury to pl:nts the nroplenting grplicstion should be mixed with the soil
by running e scooter plow behind the distributor. If plonts are not mecking satis-
fretory growth in esrly March it is considersd rdviseble to use rbout 10C pounds
of nitrrte of sodan, or some other quick seting nitrogen, cs = side drcssinge

5. Seed Trectment: Trooting ssed with Scmosnn dust is recommendzd, Use
one-fourth teosspoonful of Somesen to zach pound of onion s3ed, Plrce in tight
conteiner (fruit jer or syrup esn) with dsosircd emount of dust cnd shrke well for
four or five minutes Lo insurs thorzugh coversge. After treeting, scrsen off any
execess dust bafor: plsnting. Trzcted secd mey be plented immedictely or stored in
lonsg, porous begs or apsn eontainers.

6. Plent Production (Beds): Drought ot ths time onion secd should be plant-
od usuelly mek s it difficult to obtain setisfectory germin-~tisn. Conscguently beds
should be preopercd in =dvsnce of the plsnting seeson s0 that full cdvantcge may be
teken of fevorsble moisture concditicns « in the even rsin occurs,

Better stands will be obtained if besds cre loceted nesr a wa
50 thet some inexpensive typec of irrigetiosn mey bse used tc supplement inesd
reinfell,
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Brosdcest and herrow into the soil 200 pounds of fertilizer (4-8-6)
abaut two weeks before sceding the bed.

L& bed 50 by 100 feet should furnish enough plsnts for onec cere. The
sugessted row width (in beds) is 10 inches snd the rete of sesding is 4 to 5 seed to
the Jinec) inch or 50 to 60 to the foot in the row. Using this rete of se:ding,

2 to 3 prunds should be zdsquate for the bed referred to above, Ssed should be
plented 4 inch to B/4 inch decp.

If gerden sccder is not used it is edviseble to firm the scil by roll-
ing the whaeel of & garden plow or some othor light roller over the rows.

Flent ené cultivete on & level. Weter often enough to maintsin
artiafretory moisturs conditicns,
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7. Plent Production -n (Field): Sowing seczd in the open fizld is not recom-
m:nde? unlcss some type of irrigetion is aveileble, 25 rain st thet secson of the
yeer usuelly is too light to insurc sctisfretory germinction. A4Alsc there is little
or no saving in lsbor ss & rosult of ficld sccding s the cost »f thinning is sbout
the seme es thet of trensplenting.

8. Date of Seeding: Scsd should be plznted in the beds during the first
helf of Sceptember if onions cre to be trensplentsd to the ficld in Novcomber.
Nerrelly, 8 to 10 wesks rcre reoquired from time of seading to date ~f trensplantine,

9. Dcte of Treusnlonting: Meximum yislds are cbtoined from plents trans-

plant=d tc the fizld the lotter pert of Novembex.

1C. Speeing: Onions normelly cre plented in the fizld in rows 2 to 2%
feot epert tnd 3 to 5 inches in ths drill. The following teble indiertos the ap-
proximetec number of plonts roquired to plent san rere when differcrt row ~nd 4rill

spscings ore Yscas

: Drill Sp-cing . Drill Spncing

. in 2-Ft. Rows o . in 27-Ft, Rows
Distanec in Drill . on 4n an . an 4" i
Plonts per Acre . 87,000 66,000 08,00 5 70,00 52,50C 41,CC0

1i. Cultiv-tion: Onicns should be plintcd ond cultiveted on a level.
During the growing periosd there is little wesd growth but there should be encugh
cultivetion t2 keep the scil losse tnd fricbles In cultivating, soil should
neither be thrown to nor teksn gwrzy from the plents.

12. Inscctsy Onions normelly ere not czttocked by inscets during the grow-
ing seams:m. Qccasionelly, howcver, thrips appenr ~nd couse ceonsicersble injury.
In the event control measurss seom cdvisable, corntact your county ngent or the
Cosstel Plein Experiment Stetion, Tifton, Georglea.

13, Discrszsg Normelly there arc no disecsss of any consequence that
atteck this crop in the field in southern Georgire.

14. Horvesting: Under svorage sernsontcl conlitions onions mature the latter
pert of Moy. A customary prectice among esrly onion growers is to breck the tons
by rolling them with o light barrsl when acbout é of the plants hove fellen.

About thres deys cfter rolling, the entire erop shoul? be pulled end plreced in
wind-rows in the Meld, being ezraful tc cover bulbs with t-ps tc prevent sun
injury. Two to four sunny deys normelly allow sufficient time for drying. The
tops znd rcots should then be elipved. In clipping tops, leeve about 4 to 1
inch of the stem =bove the bulb.

15, Grecdings Growers desiring informetion relstive to groding mey obtain
gcme from cormercicl buyers or from the U, S. Depzrtment of Agriculture, Weshing=- .
ton D. Ce

16. Merketing: Pl=ce the crop on the market &t once as the Bermuds is not
a storsge ~nicn. Severe losses mey be sustzined if marketine is 4dclaycd. Open
mesh bags eonteining 50 pounds esch are stunderd. A more attrective package is
obtained if red bags esre used in mrrketing yellow cnions end white begs in
nerkoting white onionss.



